History of Anaesthesia VIII. MG Cooper, CM Ball, JR Thirlwell (eds). Proceedings of the 8 th International Symposium on the History of Anaesthesia (ISHA). The Australian Society of Anaesthetists Limited, 2016. ISBN: 978-0-646-95069-3; 794 pages; AUD $80 plus postage. This is the proceedings of both the 8 th International Symposium on the History of Anaesthesia (ISHA) (held at Sydney University, Australia) and the ensuing satellite Geoffrey Kaye Symposium (held at the Australian & New Zealand College of Anaesthetists headquarters in Melbourne, Australia) in January, 2013. This beautifully presented book is a compilation of all the 104 lectures delivered by the 105 listed international contributors at these two highly successful and well-attended symposia. These presentations have been authoritatively researched, making for interesting and informative reading. The book not only has comprehensive lecture reproductions, including their illustrations, acknowledgements and literature references, but it also has several indices enabling the reader to easily find topics of particular interest.
The editors have obviously taken great pains in preparing and organizing this publication. Firstly, they have grouped the lectures by allied subject matter, as demonstrated in the main index. Secondly, they have produced two other extremely helpful indices: the first being an index of historical names mentioned by the lecturers and the second being an index of special terms used by the lecturers.
The result of these divisions will enable readers of any background or interest to easily find, follow and enjoy each subject dealt with at the symposia. For instance, readers may wish to acquaint themselves particularly with lectures dealing with the history of Regional Anaesthesia or perhaps with Military Anaesthesia-these are sorted for them. Some may wish to learn about Padihershef, an Egyptian mummy in the United States, and why it is of relevance to the history of anaesthesia; or tackle names such as William Russ Pugh, Albert Schweitzer and Joseph Stalin to name a few more from the index of names.
The book has an introduction by Dr David J Wilkinson, President of the World Federation of Societies of
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Anaesthesiologists (and a Wood Library-Museum Laureate of the History of Anesthesia), in which he reminds us that the first of these four yearly ISHA events was held in Rotterdam, Holland in 1982 and that the next will be in Boston, USA in 2017. Judging from the fascinating material available in this book, as well as from having personally enjoyed the actual event in Sydney, including the social gatherings, I can certainly recommend travelling to Boston for the next one-ISHA IX should not be missed! This absolutely magnificent and bargain-priced book is available for purchase only from the Australian Society of Anaesthetists at www.asa.org.au . I can thoroughly recommend its purchase to not only those with a firmly developed interest in the history of anaesthesia but also to those who have (or may not even yet know they have!) a nascent interest in the historical roots of our specialty.
R. Cammack
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Simulation in Healthcare Education-An Extensive History. Harry Owen, Springer International Publishing, 2016, xiv & 456 pages. ISBN 978-3-317-26575-9 US$129. ISBN 978-3-317-26577-3 (ebook) US$99. This is a very extensive history of simulation in healthcare. Extensive in time, taking us back three thousand years to clay models of the liver used interactively for divination; extensive in the range of healthcare-through anatomy, physiology, dentistry, obstetrics, nursing, ophthalmology and surgery as well as the current focus on resuscitation; and extensive in technologydescribing part task trainers, anatomical models and layered drawings as well as full body manikins.
This history also informs us about the wide range of purposes of simulation and the value it can add to healthcare education. It also gives us another perspective on the history of medicine with many quirky anecdotes.
There are plentiful references and illustrations. The rich collection of primary source references in several languages demonstrate the diligence of the author. Over three hundred illustrations range from the bizarre to the beautiful. This book provides a work of serious scholarship as well as a delightful entertainment for amateur students of medical history.
The author points to a loss of interest in the use of simulators and models in the twentieth century but does not discuss the more recent developments past 1975 in any detail. Since that time there has been considerable technical development of manikin design and the use of virtual reality simulation that permit many new opportunities in education. However describing the recent developments is not the purpose of this book and would in any case be better served by its own volume rather than as addenda to the chapters of this one.
This excellent book will appeal to healthcare educators and medical historians alike. It is deep enough for the historian but also delightfully entertaining for the casual reader.
R. Morris
Sydney, New South Wales
